A thorough knowledge of the science of dentistry, is more difficult to be acquired, than is generally supposed. Many regard it as a mere mechanical occupation, and believe that any one possessed of a slight degree of tact and manual dexterity can practice it. But this is a mistaken view of the subject. Dentistry, as it exists at the present day, is a science, partaking of medicine, surgery, and the manual arts ; and he who practices it, should have some knowledge of all these branches, and moreover, be possessed of a mind that naturally inclines him to their study. But with this part of the subject I have done. Enough has been said to show the importance of a more extensive and thorough education in dentistry, than is possessed by a vast many of its practitioners, and that to a deficiency in this, most of the abuses of the art are to be attributed. Let those who practice dentistry be well educated in it, and my word for it, the profession will escape the reproaches that have been but too frequently heaped upon it, and will rise in respectability to a level with those of the most favored and useful. But how the condition of the profession is to be bettered, is a question perhaps somewhat difficult of solution, since, as Dr. Bell, editor of the
